[CONFIDENTIAL. 


Taunspar, Manca 1178, 1875.) 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCBS, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up te 5th March, 1875. 
POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 
The Marwar Gazette of the 22nd February records a case 
of murder, the victim being Thakur Dilip Singh, resident of 
Jalesar, Agra district. The murderers of the foul deed, 


unable to enter the house by the door, which was well guarded 


by armed men, found entrance at a small window at the back 
of the house and cut the Thakur to pieces, after which the 


they departed by the same way as they came, and no clue to 
them has yet been found. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 26th February, referring to the 
application of Mr. Melvill, late B.C.S., to the Civil Service 
Fund, asking for a return of the money subscribed by him ; 
as well as to his wife’s application to Government for an allow- 


ance for herself and children, remarks that it is a piece of » 


Zross injustice that merely because this gentleman chose to 
change his religion he should lose his appointment, and now 
be subjected to the loss of his own money placed in the Fund 
for the use of his family. ‘‘ This can be called by no other 


name than partiality and prejudice on the part of Govern- 


ment,.”’ 
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The Panjabi Akhbar of the 27th February: reports mur- 
ders of frequent occurrence at Gujrat: no less than five are 
said to have occurred since the lst January, 1875. The 
— recent attempt to murder an officer by the frontier tribes is 
also noticed 3 it is said that the intention was to murder another 


European as they murdered Major Macdonald near Fort 
Machni, but the ball fell short. 


The Atalik-i-Hind of the same date alludes to a disturbe 
‘ance between the Shias and Sunnis during the recent 
Muharram at Nurpur (Kangra): “ several Sunnis were 
wounded, and one child is said to be dying.” 


This paper states that two fakirs were arrested at Benares 
with property belonging to a jeweller worth some Rs. 5,000. 
A saw anda large knife were also found, which they used 
against those who endeavoured to capture them. The editor 
thinks it the duty of the police to keep a good look out over 
such characters, who go about in disguise and too frequently 
earry out their evil intentions in the garb of fakirs. It is 
further affirmed that a disturbance took place at Benares 


during the late Muharram, where some eight or ten men 
were wounded. 


‘The Vidya Vilas of the 22nd‘ February states that his 
correspondent affirms that in the Batala zila sweepers are 
much given to cattle poisoning. 


The Akhbar-i-Anjuman-i-Hind of the 27th February, in 
the news column of Lucknow, adds that it is well known that 
on the Sitapur road dacoities are of frequent occurrence. 
For the suppression of these the authorities have resolved that 
an armed constable is to accompany the dik gharris that 
travel from Sitapur. The editor adds that it does not seem 
likely that a band of dacoits would be deterred from their pur- 
pose by the appearance of one armed constable. _ 


The Agra Akhbar of the 28th February ean an pinion 
upon the intention of the Bengal Government to open a jail 


aah 
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for minors, to hold 500 prisoners. The editor thinks it would 
not be good policy to entrust the management of such an in- 
stitution to the Inspector-General of Jails, but that it might 
be better in the hands of the Director of Public Instruction. 


- «The. Roznamcha of the 1st February brings to the notice 
of Government a custom which prevails in the Government 
sarais, viz., the farming of them out to contractors who 
demand exorbitaut hire from travellers. One instance cited is 
the sarai at Raseya, near ‘Sialkot, wheré a contractor is in 
the habit of oppressing travellers very much. The writer 
thinks that as Government has erected these places for the 
benefit of the public, it is unjust for contractors to enforce pay- 
ment only from those they do-not like; all travellers ought to. 
be entitled to the advantages the sarais afford. 


The Jalwa-i-Tur of the 1st March reports the case of @ 
Brahman woman having gone to a Hindu temple, and left her 
infant there for want of means to support it; the priest gave 
notice to the police and an enquiry was made, the result 
involving the character of one Chhoti Begam of Lucknow, but 
the case fell through for want of evidence in the first instance ; 
a subsequent investigation led to the arrest of the Begam and 
Mohibb Ali Khan. The editor remarks that the Police can 
do as they please in getting up cases, and now it is said this. 
one has been made over to the sessions. 

POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 

The Akhbar-i-Alam of the 25th February remarks that 

among other chiefs ordered to attend the Darbar, Naham 


will not be forced to comply with the request, because he is- 
not anxious to meet the Patiala chief, owing to precedence- 


being allowed to the latter, whereas Nahar is entitled to the 


distinction of ranking before him a as the descendant of a more 
ancient family. i 


The Oudh Akhhar of the 26th February, treating of Baroda 


affairs, remarks that the gentlemen of the law engaged for 


the defence of the Gaekwar have. determined to expend much 
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more money in clearing him of the imputations. laid to’ his 
charge than the Government is laying out to criminate him. 
They have, among other things, caused it to be published in 
many newspapers that the Government 1 is disinclined to give 


money, and that it is acting in a very mean and stingy man- 
ner in the case. 


The Saiyid-ul- Akhbar of the 20th February, writing on 
the Baroda Commission, declares it his bounden duty to call 
upon all Hindustani members of it to bear in mind that there 
are many Englishmen who possess a large share of the evils 
and failings to which our nature is so prone—such as dis- 
honourable tendencies, presumptuous foolishness, &. The 
writer proceeds to say :—“I would bring this forward simply 
to show that in this nation people of allkinds of dispositions 
may be found. We have frequently heard of such persons, in 
their. desire for gain, pressing Hindustanis hard for the bribe 
they expect. We have heard of Residents providing them- 
selves with furniture and accepting other favours from the 
chiefs of the States, and when any disinclination to oblige 
was once shown, it has always been noticed by the Agent in 
a marked manner, by which means the Agents have it all 
their own way. Some have even gone so far as to look upon 
a chief as his brother, by exchanging turbans, while other 
such false relationships have sprung up to suit their‘own ends. 
We regret to think that certain unwise officers do not see 
the evil these reports create, but by this we do not intend 
to cast any reproach on Colonel Phayre. We have seen 
hundreds of Englishmen who have not scrupled to take their 
Bible oaths in civil cases for the most trifling sums of 
money, while hundreds haye brought up false criminal charges; 
but, asa rule, such persons are easily led, and are weak 
minded, However, there is no doubt that military men are not 
suited for the office of Residents or Political Agents, as they 
are, generally speaking, quick tempered. (while native chiefs 
are sure to be given to flattery), and know or care for litile 
else besides powder and shot. These military men,. in .their’ 


( 109 ) 
unwise policy, think that the regiment to which they belong i is’ 

quite sufficient to crush the Native State they have in their 
charge. But this idea is absurd: witness the troubles and 

disturbances worked by rebels like Nana Rao, Tula Ram, 

Samand Khan, &c., &c., and although the Government has 

no fear, because no chiefs possess such an army as the Gov- 

ernment, yet whenever the slightest misrule prevails it is | 
seldom quelled without great loss to Government.” The 

writer then alludes to the dispute at Nepal with Colonel. 
Anderson, which caused great loss to Government; “ and 
now the wisdom of the Baroda Resident! Doubtless if the 
case is proved against the Maharaja, it will show how the 
hot temper of a Resident costs the Government a large sum 

of money. We would enquire further whether Government 

would suffer any loss by not employing military officers as 
Residents? We do not assert that in the cases of Nepal and 
Baroda the Agents were alone to blame; perhaps some of the 
State servants were also in fault, but it is generally the case 
that the chiefs are totally ignorant of the faults committed 
by their servants ; and if these chiefs had been aware of the 
circumstances, it would have been more becoming for the 
Agents or Residents to have exercised a little tact in putting. 
things straight. It is well known that there was a misun- 
derstanding between the chief and the late Resident. There are. 
many Englishmen who are completely led by their servants, 
and it is not at all unlikely that some servant has done this 
from motives of revenge, or that some enemy of the Maha- 
raja’s has worked against him through his own people.” 
Finally, the writer gives it as his opinion that the death of 
Colonel Phayre could not have affected the Maharaja, because 
another Resident would have been appointed, and, moreover, 
the Maharaja had it in his power to get Colonel Phayre recall- 
ed; and he further thinks that when a Resident has been the 
means of placing the Maharajah i in confinement, he (the Resi- 
dent) should be turned out of his appointment; because it 
will affect the working of the case very materially, as people 
will still fear the consequences of going against one in power, 
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or who may again be placed in power over them, The writer 
declares that he. has no other motive than .that of justice in 
taking up the cause of the Maharaja, because, if it goes 
‘against him, it will be the means of depriving many a poor 
man of bread, for it is not a case of only one gentleman who, 
losing his appointment, takes his wife with him and goes oft 
to England, and when there follows any profession he pleases. 

The Urdu Akhbar of the 24th February remarks :—“ Truly 
the step that Government has taken in thus deposing Mulhar 
Rao cannot be counted as one of oppression, but is in accord- 
ance with perfect justice, inasmuch as by the gross negligence 
of one man a very extensive and powerful State was being 
ruined, and the native officials of the State were, by their 
means of exercising tyranny, distressing the people subject to 
it. In the first place it is difficult for Mulhar Rao to be quite 
free from the crime imputed to him, and should it so happen 
that he has the good luck to escape the punishment due him, 
he can never be reinstated again, for there are many reports 
of his evil deeds which have been made known to Government 
already. It must of course follow, when the Government has 
leisure to act with regard to Baroda affairs, it will take the 
opportunity of placing one from the family ‘on the seat of the 
deposed man, for it is not the desire of Government to take 
over the country to itself; and we must in all justice to that 
Government say that it did its best to counsel Mulhar Rao to 


do good. If he failed it was his own fault, and the only step left 


for the Government was to take it over. We would strong- 


ly recommend the Government to make it a rule ever to look 
well into the qualifications of all those whom it desires to 


place in a position to rule over any State in future, and let 
the troubles of Baroda be a warning to it.” 


The Dabdaba-i Sikandari. of the Ist March, im noticing 
the departure of the Maharaja of Jaipur for Baroda, &., 
travelling by the East India line, takes the liberty of enquir- 
ing why His Highness did not patronize the J aipur traing 
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He then proceeds to say—“ We are not well: informed as ‘to 
the reasons assigned, but the bazar report.is that the 
Maharaja had sent his engine to be repaired to the Jaipur 
station, and the Superintendent not only refused to repair it, 
but would not allow it to stand at the station. This is said 
to have greatly displeased the Maharaja, and resulted in an 
order for a private dak to be laid for him, by which he travel- 
led.” The editor remarks that if this has really taken place 
it displays a great want of courtesy, and has a bearing towards 
gross insolence on the part of the Superintendent, which the 
Government of India is bound to notice, by rebuking the 
Railway official for such conduct towards such a firm ally of 
the British Government. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfuz of the 26th February, writes from 
Patiala :—“The fact of the Maharaja of Patiala having taken 
presents to the amount of Rs. 5,000, with two head of cattle, 
and presented them in person at the house of a distant 
relation of the Diwan, on the occasion of a marriage, has set 
the people wondering at such an odd proceeding, so much 
beneath the dignity of a chief, and which has never before 
occurred in the State. Another act worthy of censure is that 
when a prostitute had a quarrel with this chief and left him, 
Diwan Deva Singh and the Khalifa Sahib were sent in the 
middle of the night to reconcile her and bring her back.” 
The writer adds that the tale is a long and disgraceful one, 
about which he shall have more to say. 


The Agra Akhbar of the 28th February, writing of Baroda 
affairs, says—“ Some ignorant Hindustanis have an idea that 
the Gaekwar’s troops would have proved sufficient for their 
protection, had the Maharaja wished to offer any resistance 
to the British.” To do away with this erroneous impression, 
the editor instances the fact that when the Governor of Bom- 
bay was at Baroda, it was impossible to find in all the artillery 
of the Maharaja even two guns from which a salute could 


have been-fired, and they had to fall back on British - artillery 


a 7 * Dag 
pe eee ES 


i ‘ 
a 4 


. r te . OE EOE TO Pons iz = eae — — > > ie 4k es ‘ Pe a eye oe Oe ae ke + CHORD pepe ee oot, ae? a 
weep ertehen <6 tls . -~ seve in 
r he : ms ee y a beggin . , ~ iS RS PO es et ee ; ae ee ‘ ‘2 » . 7 ‘ 2 an ’ . peat agen eit 
4, oe ee —_— 7 ‘ . x + ee. . ‘ ” s a ‘ yan yee neem arch” web ance he ns) ape - - OS Bt eye oes ale ong het JOO OPE Ps - ieee han oi: anal ent nd Oe ot SR Se Re ears BS Ses al —_— ae ene OO A POO IO SN OR OE ; ¢ sos 
‘ Fae + ee ne ae mys 1m . a a OE a) ae eee. Tae. “ ; _ an am ee ee ie 2 oo ; . A — rae reas fe ’ gtet te oe : ee ms . ie Sane ae @ Ra ag Aaa ting pO J : 5 - gun . 
iat bg PENS PRS ah ae Chg: aang 2S ae oa 9 ‘ Sneak nae email fee me tha cy ot iti a ea me, Se AE ‘i * cg ‘on «oe ait MGB ig RO aia. PR aes Re Le, * < Barta 2 Ocoee a ae aa Paras t ; \ ? > 
eae peti pe . sae ae ’ =—S * ngs Na ge aes NS A © ale, an Bee ay? ad a3 a . : ee Pee Nn 7 : “ ome Raa Bo ele eR Ngee ey a ee ae Py yore OSS ed oe HEE le yet n> 1G Fg SO i, Ge te “ £ : "hd a” se wt . 
“ — ee RS _ . ¢ a “ er ore “we 3 eg ee, - , ‘We Pe o po te PRO Rd cae Samir ami bo papan ge bigs” Sn me Norse < oR Mg eh! pe = a Pr, IA 3 e Pa Ca ae te. oF og z » Dae eae sof - yes age of Sime $8 Fw + a es : mh --« - a ik ong ™ “ 
" Jn. ee ng hin, _ * te : ee 3 é ~ : et 4 ay Pc OF Se ew Kae ~ FES = z a ‘ é ¢ . " 
nar ‘ ° 4 “e FPO at DP Ce ae Ue athe NEE. SS ey eee Pyrat Le Spee ee : wie cai Foo + Steen ee * me AY FRR FMEA enti Pore BP Cee TP gs oe ES ae Ee ie ge Rae Sy, 
: in, 2 _— — 7 ee a te a Ede ats, oh De ole cpt aie) Sa ager dian ae ee . , 
> , . -. - 4) ot ae, sien athe : 


BOOS BA cE 
St 


~~. 
SoRA 


. ae a e 4 P , = ee F — . =e pas - —w 
‘ >, he — R . ane ¢ ‘ - Ce JF - me: ee we niga, FP Pee oe ee 2 “ Lowe itaes = - : = : z <0 
ie ae oa %. ie ee eS nc fe oe a , aaa te, artis shee i ‘ 02 Lie mkt Rate ae agasetlis Fo PE a. RA A vcachattt. a, os es ary : ; : a : 
. %* : - ae = de ; # 2 "> . : aL = a ar a _ = , nome at per ee 2 a> . “ “ ™ ~ rot : - a ae om et  <f - Sonn ines 
PA ae ous ot. Se ae ae gprter se . ae Sw ob eye Ay A EO PD ac ak POR I IRE GED SES TR alicia itil ak atten : ceagnain = coe ee aa stew or a ‘= i eee. REE. eo, Bees Ge eo oe ge 
Sead - ‘A ~ > : ~ o alas: eee £ > Pog BP y oT TAR a na) wee ED PIB CSG GIEG BT IGE ES OS fe sek ? SP ee et orth ah . * 
= 4 “ x iy gt we, pp ap ater’ Fan Aortednas » fide} 


AR RE ce cas EE Tien le Mea FO NE EE, S 
= _— ~ bsg 4 a. ee ? Pear 


C TH fs) 


. for the honours. The writer says—'‘ This shows only too clear= 
ly how native chiefs waste their wealth. Some spend: large 
sums.in building mansions, others in keeping up wrestlers,. 
others in getting new wives; in fact from all frivolous and 
foolish amusements, and unwise occupations, Hindustani 
chiefs derive great pleasure, and also by wilfully squandering 
their wealth,” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Nizam-ul-Asar of the 20th February, under the head- 
ing “a solemn engagement”, mentions the report that ata 
place called Beniganj there has been during the past week an 
influx of cloth of all kinds in the market, which is not for 
sale, but is given under a promise of some kind of return (as 
payment) in the month of April or May, on condition that 
if the money is not paid then the possessors will have to - 
proceed at once to a certain place. “The price named for 


the cloth is very high, and we feel certain that it will be 
sent also to other cities.” 


The Akhbar-i-Alam of the 25th February, in announcing 
the intended visit of the Viceroy to Dehli and holding a 
Darbar, wonders if the wealthy people of the city will open 
their purse-strings at the pleasure of seeing the great man, 
and erect some building to commemorate the event which 
will prove benficial to the public. The editor is of opinion 
that it would be a good plan to make arrangements similar 


to those at Dacca to supply river water to the people of the — 
city ; the writer at the same time stating that this plan has 
already been determined on, but that, ow ing to want of funds, 
it has been delayed by the Municipal Committee; but he 
hopes that the citizens will now come forward and finish a 
work so fraught with good to the public. 


The Anjuman Akhbar of the 1st March draws attention 
to the large number of professional beggars at Lucknow- 
The writer acknowledges that they are plentiful enough in 
‘most large cities, but that Lucknow may claim the majority- 


( 113 ) 


Phe Ashraf-ul-Akhbar of the 1st March notices that ; the 
Municipality of Dehli invited His Excellency the Viceroy | to 
‘accept a dinner from them on his arrival. The reply was— 


- “Holy God! what, am I to eat of the dinner of charity?” The » 


editor says this reply of Lord Northbrook’s needs no com- 
ment, it is perfect in every sense of the word. We grieve 
Over - -the condition of these citizens who: have been recog- 
nized as respectable gentlemen of this city only since the 


rebellion of 1857, and who have risen to such distinction. and. 


honour only throu gh the authorities of the pre sent day ! 
Why has not one of the newly created noblemen of this. city 
had the ambition to feast the Viceroy personally? We truly 
- grieve.oyer those, real but. fallen noblemen of this place, who 
have. been so trampled on as not to be able: to entertain a 
great: raler on-the occasion of this great event! If the times 
had -dealt, more leniently . with them, would they not have 


come forward with Rs, 5,000 or 10, 000 to show their loyalty 


and. eg at. this happy event ?. But. they are helpless. re 
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